
 

V. Sanjay Kumar is an MBA from IIM Ahmedabad. After a brief corporate career in 

Mumbai’s financial sector, he went on to set up ventures in stockbroking, banking software, 

and contemporary art. In 1988, he partnered with Sakshi Gallery, situated now in Mumbai, 

where he continues to serve as Director. His close engagement with artists, curators, and 

collectors over the decades eventually found expression in fiction. 

A gift of award-winning poet Arun Kolatkar’s Jejuri set Sanjay on the path to writing in 2010 

when he was 50. He has since published five books, with a sixth on the way. His debut 

novel Artist, Undone (Hachette India, 2012) is set in the opaque, ironic world of 

contemporary Indian art. It was followed by Virgin Gingelly (Hachette India, 2014), a tale of 

middle-class longing, nostalgia, and absurdity set in Chennai. Praised for its originality and 

prose, his third novel The Third Squad (Akashic Books, US, 2017 / Juggernaut, India, 2017) 

is a literary noir that explores extrajudicial justice in a dystopic Mumbai. A Tamil 

Month (Bloomsbury, 2020) continued his preoccupation with the cultural and psychological 

contradictions of urban life, while Ruffled Feathers: Stories (Bloomsbury, 2022), his fifth 

book, marked a foray into short stories. Stories from this collection have featured in award 



lists in the UK and Australia. His new book will be published by Bloomsbury in October 

2025. 

Sanjay’s writing is shaped by the cities he has lived in—Chennai, Mumbai, and now 

Bangalore. But more than place, it is people on the margins of middle-class existence, and 

their fraying inner lives, that animate his prose. His work owes a larger debt to artists, poets, 

and musicians with whom he has shared time and conversation. He cites the poetry of Arun 

Kolatkar, the vacanas of medieval mystics, and the meditative discipline of Dhrupad as 

lasting influences. The art world, too, has left its mark—he curated the exhibition View from 

the Edge in 1994, and continues to write on art for magazines and catalogues. 

He grew up in Madras in tenanted Brahmin homes, the child of a baniya family that had 

migrated south from Uttar Pradesh. This layered cultural inheritance—Hindi, Tamil, English; 

Chettinad, convent, and college—makes its way into his fiction in both subtle and comic 

ways. His characters, like him, navigate overlapping identities, shifting cities, and the long 

shadows of memory. 

A passionate art collector, wine connoisseur, and golfer, Sanjay sees parallels between all his 

worlds—each requiring patience, curiosity, and a deep attention to form. He lives in 

Bangalore, and continues to write, travel, and explore the many cities—real and imagined—

that inhabit his work. 

 


